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How does the United States handle an
increasingly confident China under the
leadership of Xi Jinping? Does the Trump
administration’ s first National Security
Strategy that labels China as a “strategic
competitor” set the tone for the U.S.-China
relations in the near future? [s Taiwan a
bargaining chip for the United States to gain
|everage with China?

On July 4, the Institute for Advanced Studies
on Asia and the Japan Association for Taiwan
Studies co-hosted a discussion on the prospects
for U.S.-Taiwan—China relations. The event
featured a talk by Dr. William A. Stanton,
Professor at the National Taiwan University and
former Director of the American Institute in
Taiwan (AIT) and was moderated by Professor
Yasuhiro Matsuda at the University of Tokyo.

Dr. Stanton began his talk by indicating a
growing U. S. recognition — at the legislative,
bureaucratic, and popular levels — of

“incompatible” interests and values with
China and an emerging consensus on a tougher
China approach. While the United States has
seemed to place less importance on maintaining
a positive relationship with China, evidence
has shown that its support for a democratic
Taiwan has increased.

Can Taiwan expect further U.S. support? Dr.
Stanton concluded by specifying variables that
can influence the |ikelihood and effectiveness
of increasing U.S. backing Taiwan, which
include the U. S. president’ s unpredictability
and the existence of influential policy makers
that favor an engagement policy toward China.

Following the talk, Professor Matsuda
pointed out the current mutual frustration
between the United States and China and posed
the question of whether future U.S.-China
relations would continue a downwards spiral or
would swing like a pendulum between positive
and negative extremes. The Q&A session was
fol lowed afterwards.

(50833 : Emily S. Chen)
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