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On June 21, the Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia at the University of Tokyo hosted Valerie
Niquet, head of the Asia program at the Foundation for Strategic Research (FRS) in Paris and senior
fellow at the Japan Institute of International Affairs (JIIA) in Tokyo, for keynote remarks on the
strategic implications of the Russia-Ukraine war for Taiwan. Following her speech, Professor Ken
Endo and Professor Yasuhiro Matsuda, both from the University of Tokyo, joined Dr. Niquet in
conversation before the floor was opened to questions from the audience. The event was moderated
by Professor Matsuda.

Keynote remarks

Dr. Niquet shared two observations on how the recent Russian invasion of Ukraine can shed light
on a potential Chinese invasion of Taiwan. First, she argued that while Taiwan should be alarmed by
China’s enormous military capabilities, Taiwan should be more concerned about China’s military
planning, particularly its ability to carry out months of careful and secret logistical preparation for a
surprise attack on the island. She expressed concerns about whether the U.S. intelligence agencies
can accurately predict a Chinese invasion, the resolve and combat ability of the two sides, and
whether the international community would take an advance warning of an attack seriously.

However, Niquet indicated that there would be obstacles to a successful Chinese invasion of Taiwan.
For example, she pointed out that the unexpected fierce resistance by the Ukrainians against Russia
has sent a message to China that it may face a similar struggle to overtake the island. And unlike
Russia, she added, China would have to undertake a more difficult and complex military operation—
which involves crossing 100 miles of water—to invade.

Second, in the event of a Chinese invasion of Taiwan, Niquet saw economic sanctions as potentially
effective foreign policy tools to harm China. She refuted the assumptions advanced by some analysts
that China’s more extensive and diversified economy than Russia’s could mitigate the damage that
foreign sanctions could inflict. She argued that while Russia’s economy is not as strong, it is one of
the world’s largest exporters of natural gas and oil, on which European countries depend. And while
China is the second largest economy in the world, according to Niquet, Chinese economic
development still highly depends on the global economy.

Niquet concluded with final thoughts on the shift in soft power from China to Taiwan—what she
called “the rebalancing of the international image between China and Taiwan.” She saw that Taiwan,
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supported by the United States, has increased international engagement and profile, and has won
broad sympathy among democratic countries alarmed by China’s assertiveness in recent years. She
observed that China is becoming more of a destabilizing factor than an opportunity for the European
countries. “The Ukrainians set an example (to Taiwan) that people can rise and resist to safeguard
their interests,” she concluded.

Panel discussion and Q&A
Following Niquet’s remarks, Professor Endo and Professor Matsuda joined the conversation.

Considering that many analysts were caught by surprise when Russia invaded Ukraine, Endo drew
attention to a few indicators of a potential invader, hoping to better predict future invasions around
the world and in the region. In addition to an apparent military intention and growing military
capabilities, he pointed out that a country dominated by a dictatorship that increasingly represses
opposing voices at home is more likely to opt for a military solution. Also, according to Endo, a
political leader’s vision to restore lost national glory—as seen in Russian President Vladimir Putin and
Chinese President Xi Jinping—is also “dangerous.” “There is only greater past and greater future to
Putin,” he commented.

Since the war in Ukraine is yet over, Matsuda considered that it might be too early to discuss the
lessons one can learn from the Russian invasion. He shared two observations based on current
developments. First, while there are similarities between Taiwan’s situation and Ukraine’s, Matsuda
asked that one should also be aware of the differences, including the political controversy
surrounding Taiwan'’s international status as a sovereign state and China’s economic strength, which
is around ten times larger than Russia’s. Second, seeing the latest impact of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine on the global economy, he questioned whether the Western solidary against Russia could
sustain as global inflation deteriorates.

Following Endo’s and Matsuda’s comments, the floor was open to questions from the audience.
Questions addressed in the Q&A session include but are not limited to the following: how the Taiwan
public’s willingness to fight a Chinese invasion could affect international support for Taiwan, what
lessons China could draw from Russia’s threat to use nuclear weapons in Ukraine, whether the
Russian invasion could accelerate China’s timeline for unification with Taiwan, and what Japan’s
calculations would be in a Taiwan contingency.

The event was in cooperation with the Japan Association for Taiwan Studies and was funded by the
U.S.-Japan Foundation as part of the research project, “A Study on the Impact of Taiwan Strait Issue
on the US-Japan Alliance.”  (:25%%& : HEEE)
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